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1, 1989; S, 1997; #1433z fE
)
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Oreochrvomis mossambicus
(Peters, 1852)
(Fig. 1)
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Fig.1. AXBAR)CERTBEFVE—I74SEP (19996720 #E). Mozambique

tilapia Oreochromis mossambicus inhabited Asato River, Kume Island, Okinawa (20, July,

1999). Photo by K. Yokogawa.
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Fig.o. SHERERIICERTEF T4 SEF (1999497150 #H2) . Nile tilapia Oreo-

chromis niloticus inhabited Tabaru River, Yonaguni Island, Okinawa (15, September, 1999).

Photo by K. Yokogawa.
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Fig.3. FAMEE|(CERTBF1ILF4SEF (1997487 28 F H). Nile tilapia Oreochromis

“%

niloticus inhabited Asato River, Okinawa Island, Okinawa (28, August, 1997). Photo by K.

Yokogawa.
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Abstract

Tilapias inhabited Ryukyu Islands,
Japan

Koji Yokogawa

(Kagawa Prefectural Fisheries Experi-
mental Station, 75-5 Yashimahigashimachi,
Takamatsu, Kagawa 761-0111, Japan)

Two species of tilapia, Oreochromis mos-
sambicus (Mozambique tilapia) and O.
niloticus (Nile tilapia) which are originat-
ed from Africa were observed to be
propagated in Ryukyu Islands, Japan.
They both were introduced into Japan for
food resources, however nowadays, they
are hardly utilized. During such a process,
some of them might released into rivers, or
escaped from nurseries, thus they have set-
tled themselves at some localities in Japan.
Since the climate of Okinawa is subtropi-
cal, which is suitable for the tilapias, allow-
ing them to settle there easily. Recently,
they are distributed everywhere in Oki-
nawa, however, such a status should be
reconsidered including pollution of rivers in
Okinawa where only tilapias can inhabit.



